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REDIETRICTING TEXAR 2828
Trump aides want Texas to redraw its congressional
maps to boost the GOP. What would that mean?

The plan would s
Repul

voters froms safely red districds into lis ones, Members of the 3
an delegation arent sold on the idea.
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Sign up for The Brizf, The Texas Tribune’s daily newsletter that keeps readers up to speed
on the most essential Texas news.

This coverage is mede possible through Votebeal, a nonpartisan pews organization
covering local election administration and voting access. Sign up for Votebeat Texas’ free
newstetters here.

prusit thair state Legislature to take the unusual step of redrawing district lines to
shore up the GOP’s advantage in the 115, House,
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Hepublicans representing Texas in Congress are considering this week wiether to

push their state Legislatun: to fake the unusual step of redrawing distiict lines to

shore up the GOP's advaniage in the U.S. Houge.

But the contours of the plan, including whether Gov, Greg Abbott would call & special
session of the Legislature to redraw the maps, remain largely uncsrtaii.

The ldea is being driven by President Donald Tramp’s pelitical advisers, who want to
draw up new maps that would give Republicans a better chance to Hip seats enrrontly
held by Demecrats, according to two GOP congressional aides familiar with the
muatter. That proposal, which would frevalve shifting GOP vaters from safely red
districts into neighboring blue ones, i3 aimed at safeguarding Republicans’ thin
maparity in Congress, where they contral the lower chamber, 220-212,

The Tevas Trilne Wanks B8 Sonaons, Beaame o

HE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Texans need accountability.

Help us report it

The redistricting proposal, and the Trump team’s vole in pushing it, was first
reported by The New York Times Monday.

Without a Republican majority in Congress, Trump’s legislative agende would likely
stalf, and the president could fare investigations from newly empowersd Democratic
commnuitiee chairs infent on scrutinizing the White House.

Here's what we know about the plan so far:

How do Texans in Congress feel about the proposal?

Gn Capitol Hill, members of the Tesas COP delegation huddled Monday night to
dincuss the prospect of reshaping their districts. Most of the 25-member group
sxpressed refuctance about the idea, citing concerns about jeopardizing their
dGistricts in next vear's midterms if the pew muaps overestended the GOP's advantage,
according to the two GOP aides, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss
the private deliberations.
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Rep. iodey Amington, R-Lubbock, was skaptical of the idea.

“We just recently worked on the new maps,” Arrington told The Texas Tribune. To
reopen the process, he said, “there'd have to be a significant benaefit to our state.”

The delegation has vet to b presented with mockups of new maps, two aides said.

s a mideyele redistricting like this legal?

Each state’s political maps must be redrawn once 3 decade, after each round of the
U.E. census, to account for popuiation growthiand ensare every congressional and
iegislative district has roughly the same number of people. Texas lawmakers last
oyverhauted thely district Hnes in 2021,

e Basnoe ane

CET TICKETS

There's no federal law that prohibits states from redvawing district maps midoyele,
said Justin Lavity, an slection law profassor at Loynia Marymount University and a
former deputy assistant attorney general in the Department of Justice’s civil rights
division, Laws around the timing to redraw congressional and state district maps
vary by state. In Texas, the state constitution doesr’t specify timing, so the
redrawing of maps is left to the discretion of the governor and the Legisiature.

Lawmakers gaveled out of their 140-day regulsr session last week, meaning they
would need to be catied back for a special session to change the state’s pelitical
maps. Abbott has the sole anthority te erder cvertime sessians and decide what
fawmakers ave allowed to consider.

If Texas redraws its maps, what would it mean for the ongoing lawsuit
over the existing maps?

Atrial is undenvay in Bl Paso iy g long-running challenge to the state legisiative and
congressional district maps Texas drew after the 2020 118, Census.

if Texas redraws its congressional maps, state officials would then aslk the court to
toss the claims chalienging those districts "that no longer exist,” Levitt said. The
portian of the case over the state legisiative district maps wounld continue.
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if the judgs agrees, then both partiss would have to s new logal claims foy the
ated maps,

How would this move affect Texas voters?

it isn't olsar how much maps could changs, but voters could find themselves in new
districes, and Levitt said redrawing the lines in the middle of the redistricting cvcle is

a had &

)

ave done 3 bad job, then

when the jdistrict] Hnes change, they'te not voting on those representatives

anymore,” Levitt said. "New people are voting on those representatives.”

tes, Democrats’ national arm for

: 1id the proposal to expand Republicans’
stropghold b Texos was “yet another example of Tromp trving to suppress votes In
nrder 1o holid onto power”

"Texgs’s congressional map i already being sued for violating £
e the

o, fobm Bisognano, president of the MDRC s

& Voting Rights Act

hecanse it dimb iy power of the state’s f

PO iR
pxirenw perrvinander wouwld ondy assure that the barrage of {egal challenyges against
Texas will continue.”

Why does Triuap's political team view Texas as 8 prime target to pick
up seats for House Republicans via redistricting?

wre vedrew the district lnes after the

When Bepublicans in charge of the Legis!
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Why does Trump’s political team view Texas as a prime target to pick
up seats for House Republivans via redistricting?

When Republicans in chiarge of the Legisiature redrew the district Hines after the
2026 census, they focused on reinforcing their political support in districts alrsady
contraited by the GOP. This redistricting propesal would likely take a different
approach.

As things sfand, Republicans hold 23 of the state’s 38 congressional seats. Democrats
hold 12 seats and are expected to regain control of Texas’ vne vacant seat in a special
election this fall,

Most of Texas” GOP-controlled districts lean heavily Republican: [n last year’s
election, 24 of those 25 seats were carried by a Republican victor who received at
feast 607 of the voie or ran unepposed. The exception was 118, Rep. Monica De La
Cruz, R-Edinburg, who captured 37% of the vote and won by a comiortable 14-point
éri'.«xfgin.
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With little competition to speak of, The Times reported, Trump's political advisers
beliave at Jeast some of those districts vould bear the loss of GOP voters who would
be reshuffled into neighboring, Democratic-held districts — giving Repuablican
hopefuls a hetter chance to flip those seats from blue to red,

The party in control of the White House frequently Ioses seats during midterm
cycles, and Trump's team is likely tooking to offset potential GOP fosses in other
states and improve the odds of hokding on to a narrow House majority. Incumbent
Republicans, though, don’t love the jdea of sacrificing a comiortable race ina safe
district for the possibility of picking up a few seats, according to GOP aides.

Fas this happened before?

in 2003, aftey Texas Republicans initiatly left # up to the courts to draw new lings
follpwing the 2000 census, then-1L5. House Majority Leader Tom DelLav, a Sugar
Land Republican, embarked Instead on a bold course of action te consolidate GOP
power in the state. He, along with his Republican allies, redrew the lines as the
apening salvo to a maultistste redistricting plan aimed at accumulating power for his
party in states across the country.

Enraged by the power play, Democrats fled the state, depriving the Texas Houss of
the quorum it needed to function.
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The rebels eventaally relented under threat of arrest, a rare power in the Texas

Constitution used to comped alisent members hack to retuen to Austinowhen the
Legistature Is in session, The lines were then redvawn, cementing the GOP maiority
the delegation has enjoved in Washington for the past two devades.

However, what's at play this time is different than in the early 20003, when
Republicans had a newfound majority in the Legislature and had a number of
vulnerable Democratic incumbents they could pick off. Now, Republicans have been
entrenched i the majority for decades and wit! have to answer the question of
whethear there's reaity more to grin, said Kareem Crayton, the vice prasident of the
Brennan Center for Justice’s Washington office.

"That's the tradeoff. You can do that too much so that you actually make them so

» 7

competitive that the other side wins,” Cravton said. "That's always a danger”

What comes next?

Texas Republicans are planning to reconvene Tharsday te continue discussing the
plan, acvording to Rep. Beth Van Duyne, R-TIrving, and Rep. Wesley Hunt, R-Houston,
wiin said they will attend the meeting. Members of Trump’s political teamn are also
expecteddt 10 attend, socording to Hunt and two GOP cangressional aides familiar with
the matter.

Nawtia Contreras (S reporier for Voteheat in prirtnership with the Texas Tribune, She's
based iz Corpus Christi, Contact Natalla at ncontreras @yvotebeatoeg.

Sisclosure: New York Times has been o financial supporier of The Texas Tribine, o
nonprofit, nenpartisan pews organization that is funded in par? by denations from
miembies, fowmdations and corporaie spensors, Financial supporters play no role is the
Tribunes journafisse Find a complete Hist of thea here.

Big news: 20 mere speakers join the TribFest lineup? New additions inchede
Murgoret Spellings, former US, secretary of educativn and CEQ of the Ripartisan Policy
Center; Michael Cuary, former presiding bistop and primate of The Episcopal Church;
Beto Q'Rouvke, former U.S. Representative, D-Ef Paso. foe Lensdale, entreprencus,
ownder and managing pariner at SYC; and Katie Phang, journalist and tricd lawyer.

TribFest 2025 is presented by JPMorganChase.
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Get tickets,
TribFest 2025 is presented by [PMorganChase.

Wait! One more thing!

I believe that quality journalism should be available to evervone, We need your
help, though. With no paywall, we fund our reporting through the generosity of
ony readers.

Our Fall Member Drive is happening now, When vou support our newstosm, you
wiil ensure that evervone in Texas — no matter their ability to pay — will have
access to trusted journalisn.

. Matthew Watkins
| Editor-in-Chief
" The Texas Tribune

Owen Dahikamp
FELLOW

% owen.dahlkamp@tasasirnbuneorg

Xa

Natalia Contreras

VOTETQEAT TEXAS REFPORTER

L fes, Inciuding pur partnership with
The Trust Profect 10 Incroase Lransparency in news.

Expiore related story topics

Congess Politics Cicnald Trump Redistricting Texas cangrassional delegation
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READ MORE
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Student who mocked Charlie Kirk’s death
“no longer” at Texas State University as
clampdowns continue

PUATEDR SEST. 172023

TribCast: Texas A&M firing reignites
campus free speech battles
SEPY. 18, 2029

Texas legistative committees will study
freedom of speech on college campuses in
wake of Charlie Kirk killing

SEPT. 12, 2825

UPCOMING EVENTS LATEST FROM OUR REPORTERS

While praising Charlie Kitk’s commitment
to free speech, Texas leaders move to
punish students celebrating his death

FLEATOR HLIBANOEF SEP 22 7025

Major statewide propositions will be on
the Nov. 4 ballot. Here are vour voting
rights in Texas.

MARIA BAERDED SEF 2T, R02%

Young Texas conservatives say Charlie
Kirk's death is galvanizing their religion-
forward peolitics

ALEISNDEE SERDANC

o, 2075

Ted Cruz says conservatives “will regret”
Trump's FCC chairman going after immy
Kimmel

GARBY BIRINABAUK GEF 1Y, 2008

How s secret recording of a gender identity
fecture upended Texas A&M

KATE MOBER SEP 16, 2024

How a secret recording of a gender identity
fecture upended Texas A&M

IRSTICA PRIEGY  ZEP 0. 2015

Regents name sole finalist for president of
newly avguired Texas A&M University-
Victoria

AYDESR RONNELS  SEP 13, 2045
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Major statewide propositions will be on
the Nov. 4 hallot. Here are vour voling
vighis in Texas.

Young Texas conservalives say Charlie
Kirk's death is galvanizing their religion-
forward politics
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Ted £raz savs conservatives “will regret”
Trump's FOO chalvman going after Hmmy
Kimmel

How a secret recording of 3 gender identity
fecture upended Texas ARM
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How 2 secyset recording of a gender identity
fecture upended Texas ARM

LEEEUA PHRIEEY SER 1Y,

Regentis name sole finalist for president of
newly sequired Texas A&M University-
YVictoria

AYLE
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Audrey O'Meil named vopunissioner of
Texas' foster ¢RYe agetwy

b4 kst

Texas cities, connties pinch pennies amid
slowing ecpnomy

UTOIBER 8 SHUR FEOHYED LEFOIE,
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Preparing the next generation of RGY Running Out: Texas’ water crisis and the Texas cities, counties pinch pennies amid
workers path forward slowing economy
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